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Locations Gibson Ave., west end 
Period built; c. 1842-1852. Build- 

er-owner: Joseph Bruen. ' Architect; John 
McMurtry. History; Brick from kiln on place; 
timber from woodland for heavy walnut doors 
and interior woodwork; stone quarried nearby 
for 7-foot cellar walls; window sills, cor- 
nices, spires of iron from Bruen factory. 
Total cost $29,000. "(Joseph) Bruen, who, 
had come to f^~^\ Kentucky from New Jersey, 
had amassed a considerable fortune 
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through his brass and iron foundry and his 
woolen mill. In connection with Thomas Har- 
ris Barlow he built the steam engine used in Ed- 

ward West's boat, and on an oval track on the 
third floor of the foundry he and Barlowe operated 
a miniature engine that pulled a passenger car 
large enough to carry one grown person and two 
children." 

Ref.—Simpson, Elizabeth M., Bluegrass Houses 
and Their Traditions, pp. 195-201. 
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